VILLAGE OF ANGEL FIRE
3388 Mountain View Blvd.
PO Box 610
Angel Fire, NM 87710
(505) 377-3232

NOTICE OF MEETING/PUBLIC NOTICE
And
INTENT TO ADOPT ORDINANCE

The Village of Angle Fire , New Mexico (the Village) hereby gives notice of a regular
Village Council meeting for Tuesday , September 9 2014 at the hour of 5:30pm, at
Village Hall, Anget Fire , New Mexico . At such meeting, the Village Council will hold
a public hearing concerning and will consider for adoption the ordinance described
below. Complete copies of the proposed ordinance are available for public inspection
during the regular business hours of the Village Clerk at Village Hall, 3388 Mountain
View Blvd., Angel Fire, NM

1. An Ordinance Amending Section 4 of Chapter 3 of Title Nine and
Sections 13, 14, and 15 of Chapter 7 of Title Nine of the Village
Code
A summary of the subject matter of the Ordinance is contained in its title.

This notice constitutes compliance with Section 3-17-3 NMSA 1978

Barbara Cottam, Mayor
Terry Cordova, Village Clerk

Post: 7-23-2014
Pub: 7-31-14 & 8-7-14 & 8/28/2014



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 4 OF CHAPTER 3 OF TITLE NINE AND
SECTIONS 13, 14, & 15 OF CHAPTER 7 OF TITLE NINE
OF THE VILLAGE CODE

WHEREAS the Village has implemented the Healthy Forest Certificate program to encourage
and promote lot thinning to improve wildfire protection and enhance the watersheds of Angel
Fire; and

WHEREAS the existing fuel modification requirements are cumbersome and difficult to
understand; and

WHEREAS the existing fuel modification requirements are overbearing for small lots; and
WHEREAS staff has prepared a rewrite of sections 9-3-4, 9-7-13 and 9-7-14.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Angel Fire Village Council herein amends
the fuel modification requirements of the supplemental regulations of Title Nine of the Village
Code with these amendments:

9-3-4.C.2.m. For all new building permits, the subject lot will be thinned in accordance with the
community assessments of the community wildfire protection plan and sections 9-7-13 and 9-7-
14 of this title. The village forester and/or the chief building official will identify a specific
prescription for each new building permit. The lot must be thinned as part of the construction site
preparation and prior to the final inspection.

The village forester shall also determine if adjacent lots to the subject lot need to be thinned to
protect the new structure being erected. If such a determination is made, compliance will be done
through section 9-6-1 of this title. The village forester will prepare specific thinning prescriptions
in accordance with the community assessments of the community wildfire protection plan and
sections 9-7-13 and 9-7-14 of this title.

If the building permit is for something other than new construction, for example, additions or
detached garages, the village forester and/or the chief building official will make the
determination as to which portion of the lot will be thinned in accordance with the community
assessments of the community wildfire protection plan and sections 9-7-13 and 9-7-14 of this
title, The village forester and/or the chief building official will identify a specific prescription for
each new building permit. The lot must be thinned as part of the construction of the permitted
work.

The village forester shall also determine if adjacent lots to the subject lot need to be thinned to
protect the new structure being erected. If such a determination is made, compliance will be done
through section 9-6-1 of this title. The village forester will prepare specific thinning prescriptions



in accordance with the community assessments of the community wildfire protection plan and
sections 9-7-13 and 9-7-14 of this title. (Ord, 2010-05, 4-20-2010)







e —

{Ord. 2005-07, 8-18-2005; amd. Ord. 2010-05, 4-20-2010)

9-7-13: FIRE ADAPTED COMMUNITY STANDARDS
A. PURPOSE.

1. The purpose of this ordinance Is to transform the Viliage of Angel Fire into a Fire Adapted
Community by preparing our homes, neighborhoods, businesses, infrastructure, natural areas, and

surrounding lan for wildfire. For decades, forest fires have been su ssed so fuels in the

forest grew far greates than under natural conditions in which the quantity of fuel is reduced

t h ries of smaller fires over a period of years. As a result, forest fires today are often

catastrophic. They exhibit very high temperatures and cause significant long-term damage to fture
vegetation and watersheds. These large fires also destroy more structures since they are hard to

contain. An Increasing number of communities, like Angel Fire, are located in the forest and are
called the “wildland-urban interface” or WU,

2. This ordinance is based on the scientific analysis contained in Angel Fire’s Community Wildfire
Protection Plan (CWPP), forest conditions, and the range of wildfire behavior that might be expected.
It seeks to use that science while balancing safety, risk to watershed, economic capacity and values,
preservation of natural setting, and other factors. This ordinance wiil work with the Village's
Communlty Wildfire Protection Plan, the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Plan, ather Village ordinances, and
applicable tools to achleve the purpose of this ordinance.




3. The wildfire risk reduction standards in this ordinance are not the most stringent in simllar

communities in New Mexico and the west, but they do represent the reality of the danpers we 3ll

face and the need to take prompt, measured actions, This ordinance wiil not prevent wildfire, byt it
should allow wildfire to be contained to reduce potential foss of life and property from wildfire. Th
combination of these efforts will strengthen the community’s resilience to the next wildfire. Other
benefits include better insurability of residences and fower rates, higher property values, increased
and improved natural habitats for our abundant wildlife, and maore.

B, FUELS MANAGEMENT: DUTY TO ABATE AND CONTROL WILOFIRE FUELS.

1. It shall be the duty of every owner, occupant, and person in control of any land or interest thereln
or premises which are located within the jurisdictional limits of the Village, to control and/or abate
therefrom all lammable vegetation that constitutes a fire hazard which may endanger or damage

neighboring property. The abatement and control requirements form the Wildfire Risk Reduction
Standards of this Code.

2. The monthiy fees for Wildfire Pratection shall apply to ail parcels within the jurisdictional limits of
the Village whether Improved or not. The monthly rates for the Wildfire Protection Fund shall be set
from time to time by Governing Body resolution,

C._WILDFIRE RiSK REDUCTION STANDARDS. The Wildfire Risk Reduction Standards are specified in Section 9-
7-14 of this Code.

D. ENFORCEMENT AND PRIORITY ON PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY.

1. Cooperation from all landowners, private and public, will be encouraged through positive
communication by mail and through personal contact. When flammable vegetation control

measures are not carried cut by a landowner, enforcement measures may be Instituted. Pracedures
for enforcemant shall be specified in Village Code.

2. Wildfire risk reduction priorities shall be established due to the size of the Village and the number
of landowners therein. Human safety, structure protection and protection/enhancement to the
watershed are the first priority of this Code. All compliance deadiines will be established by
resolution and may be adjusted by subseguent resolutions due to ciccumstances such as drought,
insect mortality, or changes to the code. The resclution and specific priorities shall be reviewed each

year by the Village staff and governing body. The priority for phased implementation shall be as
foliows:

a. Zone 1 standards relating to ali structures.
b. Zone 2 standards relating to ail structures.

€. Lands within the Wildland Usban interface with Communities Wildfire Hazard Ratings or Area of
Special Interest Hazard Ratings of Very High.

d. Lands within the Wildland Urban Interface interface with Communities Wildfire Hazard Ratings
or Area of Special Interest Hazard Ratings of High,



e. Lands within the Wiidland Urban interface with Communities Wildfire Hazard Ratings or Area of
Speciai Interest Hazard Ratings of Moderate.,

f._Ali other Jands.

€. NOTICE TO REMOVE. It shall be the concurrent duty of the Village Forester, Fire Chief, Planning and

Zoning Director, Village Code Enforcement Officer, and the Certified Building Officlal/inspector either of
whom shall have authority to issue notices, together with their duly authorized representatives, to enforce
the wildfire risk reduction standards of this code by issulng a notice to remove by mailing the natice to the
property owner as his or her name appears on the county tax rolls and to the address as shown In the records
of the county tax assessor. The notice shall be substantially in the form used te notify property owners of

code violations. The notice shail include a copy of the standards for abatement and control specified in
Section 9-7-14 of this code.

F. VIQLATIONS. Faliure of a person to abate and cantrol hazardous vegetation upon notice shall be a
violation of the Code, and may be prosecuted and punished in Angel Fire Mounicipal Court as provided by this
Code. Any such prosecution shall be in addition to the wildfire risk reduction standards provided for In this

Code.

9-7-14: WILDFIRE RiSK REDUCTION STANDARDS {Abatement and Control Standards

A. PURPOSE. The purpose of these standards Is to reduce the potential for a catastrophic crown fire within
the Village while preserving the forested appearance of the Village.

B. WILDFIRE RISK REDUCTION RESPONSIBILITY. Every pro owner in the Village has a shared responsibl

to protect their own property and that of others from wildfire. All properties shall meet the fallowing
requirements for each particular Zone. Upon determination by the Village that a property is in compliance,
the Village will issue 3 letter and certificate to the property owner valid for 5 years that certifies the
requirements of this Code are met for that period. Owners must maintain the parcel during the period of
Certification such that fuel hazards are not allowed to reemerge. Initial thinning should normally last a

eri f five {5] years before ladder fuels and t h are sufficient to require additional thinning.
Maintenance activities such as needla raking and ladder fuel removal shall be conducted on a yeariy basis as

required to meet the standards of this ordinance. However, circumstances such as drought, insect martality,
or other factars can cause a praperty to deviate from these standards and become non-compiiant, Should a
property not be maintained or otherwise become non-compliant, the property owner will be notified to

correct the problem and be given a timeframe for coming back into compliance,

C._MINIMUM WILDFIRE RISK REDUCTION STANDARDS. The following standards are minimum requirements

at the time of ordinance approval. Circumstances such as drought, Insect mortality, or other factors may
require changes to the standards, Implementation schedule, or ather parts of the Community Wildfire
Protection Program. Circumstances on individual parcels may require measures determined an a case-by-

case basis by the Village.




1. PARCELS WITH STRUCTURES. Parcels with existing stnuctures are subject to these Minimum
Wildfire Risk Reduction Standards and may be subject to an inspection. The Village may ident!
specific additional thinning measures for the parce] with an existing structure to reduce wildfire risk
commensurate with such factors as steepness of slope, direction that the | faces, vegetation

es, and other factors. New Structures aythorized by bullding permit will be subject to these
Minimum Wildfire Risk Reduction Standards as part of the bulldi rmit on the iot{s) associated
with the building permit. See Figure #1, Structure with Three Defensible Space Zones.

Figure 1, Structure with Three Defensible Space Zones

a. ZONE 1 STRUCTURE PROTECTION {0 to 10 feet from structure or deck). This zone Is Intended to
reduce the chance of wind-blown embers from a nearby fire landing near the home, Igniting
combustible debris or materials and exposing the hame to flames. This Zone also reduces the risk of
a house fire initiating a wildfire in the community. This Zone should be devoid of fiammable
vegetation as much as possible. Trees within this Zone shall be considered a part of the structure

and the Zone extended accordingly.
{1} Remove all combustible materiais and iadder fuels.

2] Thin trees to create a separation between individual tree cro er Flgure #2

Minimum Tree Crown and Shryb Clump Separation. No tree clumps allowed in Zone 1.
{3) No conifer trees iess than eave height within 20 feet of vents, windows or doors.
{4) Prune trees elght {8') feet above ground or one-third of tree height, whichever is less,

This does not appiy to ormamental trees.




{5) Prune trees below eaves and within five (5') feet from the edge and above roof eaves
and within fifteen (15°) feat from chimney, {Drip lines must be 5" and 15’ back from eaves
and chimneys. Tree limbs must start above roof edge).

{6} Remaoval of any live tree greater than 20 inches DBH requires a permit from the Village.
Large trees are hazardous to remove, and some species are more valuable and rare than

gthers.
7] _No wood chips or sl aterials aliow cept in planting beds.
(B} Al dead, down, diseased, or pest-infested trees removed.

No low growi ammable vegetation such as juniper {including ormamental juniper}.

10) Roofs and gutters shall be kept free of needles and other debris.

{11) Firewood and gther combustibies shail not be stored within thirty (30) feet of a
dwelling upit or under decks except during winter season, wherein the winter season |s

defined from October 01 to April 30. These dates are subject to change based on any
emergency praclamations that may be in effect.

Firewood can be stored in Zone 1 vear-round if under an approved fire retardant cover.
Examples of approved covers are: welder’s cloth or other non-flammable rated material;
metal enclosures: inslde garages {not carports) and undemeath split level homes that have
areas with a closabie door (not decks). The Viliage may approve other coverings for

firewoond.

Firewond must not be stacked against tree trunks. Firewood stacks should be located in the
open space between tree or clump crowns outside any dripline so no follage is above the

stack.
Percent (%) | Individual Tree Jree Clump Crown Tree Clump Crown Shrub & Brush Clump
Slope Crawn Separation From Next Separation (Zone 3, | Horizontal Separation
Separation Clump or Tree 6-8 tree per clump)
(Zones 2 & 3, 2-S trees per
glump)
0-10% plig 15 20 2 % times shrub height
11-20% 15 20° 25 3 times shrub helght
21-40% 20 25 30 4 times shrub helght
Greater 30 s a0 6 times shrub helght
| _than 40%

Figure 2, Minimum Tree Crown and Shrub Clump Separation

b. ZONE 2 DEFENSIBLE SPACE {Greater than 10 feet up to 210 feet from structure or deck as
dictated by slope chart 9-7-14 Figure #3, Effect of Slope on Zone 2 Distance to Structure) The intent
of this zone is to reduce the threat to a structure from an advancing wildfire and reduce the risk of a

tru 1 fire initiat] commun Idfire. The minimum Zon dius is t from th

structure. Parcels with slopes greater than 20% generally require a Zone 2 that extends beyond 70



t. Figure 3, Effect of Slope on Zone 2 Distance to Structure provid uide, but OWNEers

of parcels with steep terrain should consult the Village to determine the slope and necessary Zone 2
dimensions. The graph indicates the minimum dimensions for defensible space from the structure to

the outer edge of Zone 2. For Exampie, if vour home is situated on a 20 percant siope, the minimum
defensible space dimenslons would be 80 feet uphill and to the sides of the structure and 104 fest

downhill from the structura.

" Uphlil ( and side)
w /+
?_e,.:u t

°'*man 80 100 110 120 130 140 150 170 190 210
Maximum Distance to Boundary of Zone 2

Figure #3, Effect of Slope on Zone 2 Distance to Structure

{1} Remove all combustible materials and ladder fuels.

(2] _Minimum crowns separation of trees or "clumps" (maximum five (S) similar sized trees
per clump) as per Figure #2, Minimum Tree Crown and Shrub Clump Separation.

(3)_Separation of shrub/brush species shall be as per Figure #2, Minimum Tree Crown and
Shyub Clump Separation.

{4) Removal of any live tree greater than 20 inches DBH requires a permit from the Village.
{S) Prune all species a minimum of eight (8] feet from ground or one third of tree helght,

whichever is less.

(6) No wood chips or similar materials allowed except in planting beds within 30 feet of

structure.

{7} No trees less than eave height within 20 feet of vents, windows or doors.

{B) No standing dead trees closer to the structure than the tree’s height plus ten feet,
{9) No down dead trees within 60 feet of structure.
{10) Remove all diseased or pest-infested trees.

(11) Firewood and ather combustibles shali not be stored within thirty (30) feet of 3
dwelling unit or under decks except during winter season, wherein the winter season is
defined from October 01 to April 30. These dates are subject to change based on any
emergency proclamations that may be In effect.




Firewpod can be stored inside of thirty {30} vear-round if under an a ved fire retardant

cover. Examples of approved covers are: welder’s cloth or other non-flammabie rated
material; metal enclosures; inside garages (not carports) and underneath split level homes

that have areas with a closable door (not decks). The Village may a ve ather caverin

for firawood.
Firewood must not be stacked against tree trunks. Fire 8 houtd be located in th
open space between tree or clump ¢crowns outside any drip line so no foliage is above the
stack.

c. ZONE 3 FO W ND! m end of Zo to the pro line). This Zone is Intended to

slow fire so that it can be fought and contained before approaching nearby structures, Zone 3 shall

maintain an open forested appearance with weli-spaced trees and openings. The Zone should
contain a variety of tree species of varipus apes will provide the muitiple age structure and size
structure present in a healthy forest.

1} Tree crown separation shall be as per Minimum Tree Crown and Shrub Clum ration

Figure #2. Clumps in Zone 3 can Include up ta eight trees, but a wider canopy separation is
required as shown in Minimum Tree Crown and Shrub Clump Separation Figure #2.

(2) Remove ali ladder fuels. Remove and/or use wood over 5 inches in diameter, e.g.

firewood, commercial sale, etc.
3} Removal of any live t reater than 20 DBH requires a permit from the Viliage.

4)_Prune all specles a3 minimum of elght {8) feet from ground or one third of tree height
whichever is less.

{5) Mastication and chipping of slash are allowed for slash modification. Wood depth shall
not exceed 2 inches. Wood over 5 inches in diameter shall be removed gr properly stored as
firewood. Where passible all slash shall be removed, bumed under permit, masticated

and/or chipped.
{6) Recent diseased or pest-infested trees must be harvested and removed or treated. Ifa
parcel owner suspects green wood retained for firewgod may be infested, they should eall

the Village for required actions based on the circumstances.

7] Up to three 12 inch or larger non-hazardous standing dead trees (snags) mav be retained
per acre for wildlife habitat, but must be at least the height of the tree plus ten feet from
any structura, One standing dead tree over 12 inches in diameter may be retained on
parcels less than one acre with the same tree-to-structure separation in either Zone 2 or

Zone 3.

{8]_Up to three 12 inch or larger non-hazardous downed logs per acre may be retained for
wildlife habitat, One downed iog over 12 inches in diameter may be retained on parcels less
than gne acre In either Zone 2 or Zone 3,




d. DRIVEWAYS. Zone 1 reguirements a to a minimum width of thirty (30) feet along the length

of the driveway ta provide safe ingress / egress of residents and emergency personnei and

equipment. The 30' width will be measured from the driveway centerline {15’ on each side of
centerline).

. ACCESSORY BUILDINGS. Zone 1 reguirements a ._Beyond 10 feet, the 20ne requirements for
the main structure apply.

2. PARCELS WITHOUT STRUCTURES. Zone 3 standards a to the enti el. If an

rtion of th Is within the Zaone 2 defensible space of another prope tha
strutture, Zone 2 standards shall apply to the portion of the parcel within Zone 2 distance of
the structure on the other parcel. See Figure H4, Vacant Parce] Zone 2 from Structure on

Adiacent Parcel.

Figure #4, Vacant Parce| Zone 2 from Structure on Adjacent Parcel
3. LARGE PARCELS {greater than 5 acres with or without structures)

a. Large Parcel property owners that implement the standards for parcels less than 5 acres are in
campliance with this ordinance.

b. Wildfire Risk Reduction Plan Alternative.

{1) Owners of Lorge Parcels wili be allowed to present a Wiidfire Risk Reduction Pian that
addresses the risk reduction priorities of this ordinance. The plan will include specific
actions and completion dates that provide an efficient and effective means of achieving the
ordinance standards.



{2} These parcels shall be treated with the intent to keep a wildfire on the pround to

Some untreated areas may remaln to mest agreed upon ogje:tlves providing there is
sufficient treated area surrounding the untreated areas to mitigate crown fire spread.

Where structures are involved they shali be treated as in Zones 1 and 2.

{3) The Plan will be developed by the property owner and presented to the Village for
approval. Once approved by the Viilage, compliance with the Plan wili constitute

compliance with this ordinance. However, circumstances such as drought may require the
Plan to be revised and re-approved by the Viliage.

4. EXTRAORDINARY TERRAIN, SPECIES, AND OTHER SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS. Some parcels

contain terrain that is so steep that the standards in this ordinance are not feasible or safe to
implement. Other parcels may have extensive stands of species like scrub oak for which the

standards for crown or clump separation are not appropriate. When these or other conditions exist
that present significant challenges ta implement ardinance standards, the property owner should

contact the Village for direction an how to compiy with this ordinance.
8-7-44-9-7-15: WATER RIGHTS REQUIREMENTS:

8-7-16 9-7-16: DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION:

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 9" day of September , 2014

Mayor Barbara Cottam
ATTEST:

Terry Cordova, Village Clerk



