VILLAGE OF ANGEL FIRE TRAILS PLAN 2011 UPDATE
“Develop a network of trails to connect public parks and open spaces and provide opportunities for pedestrian and other non-motorized recreational uses in the Village.”  Goal 2, Recreation & Open Space Element, 2003 Comprehensive Policy Plan

“Promote alternative transportation modes through the planning and implementation of bicycle and pedestrian pathways and the existing transit system, if a transit system is created.”  Policy 6 of the Village of Angel Fire Energy Policy, Res. 05-23

Working with the Association of Angel Fire Property Owners (AAFPO), the Moreno Valley Trekkers, the Angel Fire Resort and other citizen groups, Angel Fire has the opportunity to create an interconnected system of non-motorized trails to expand recreational activities, to further develop the tourist segment of the Village’s economy and to promote alternative forms of transportation.

The Angel Fire Resort started this process by laying out a series of greenbelts throughout the development.  Our goal now is to connect existing trails and expand the network with additional connections, to link together key recreational & community destinations such as Plaza del Sol, the Community Center, the High School, Monte Verde Lake, Olympic Park, Angel Fire Resort Ski Area, Eagle Nest Lake State Park, and the Carson National Forest.

Trail Plan Goals:

Goal 1.  Develop a comprehensive and interconnected non-motorized network of trails for public access that is safe, easily accessible and contributes to the general quality of life in Angel Fire.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Create more trails and trail connections throughout the Village.

2. Provide trails that accommodate all season use.

Implementation Policies:

1. Build an arterial trail (Sendero del Sol) from Monte Verde Lake to Eagle Nest Lake. 

2. Provide connection of the current and future greenbelt trails to Sendero del Sol.

3. Provide safe trails from Sendero del Sol to key recreational and community destinations.

Goal 2.   Integrate and be consistent with other trails and trail networks in the Moreno Valley, and surrounding public lands.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Partner with Colfax County, Village of Eagle Nest, Friends of Eagle Nest Lake, Moreno Valley Trekkers, and recreational committees to design a comprehensive trail plan.

Implementation Policies:

1. All entities will work together in the submission of state funding grants (DOT, Scenic Byways, etc.).

2. Provide access to surrounding public lands including the Carson National Forest, State Trust Lands, and Eagle Nest Lake State Park.

Goal 3.   Increase the use of trails by providing recreational trail brochures and maps, distinctive and attractive trail heads, educational programs, advertisement and trail events.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Easily recognized trailheads.

2. Trail brochures, maps, and web sites.

3. Attractive and safe trails including

trail amenities and landscaping.

4.
Advertisement, educational programs and trail events.

Implementation Policies:

1. Maps and trail brochures will be located at the Visitor Center, the Chamber of Commerce, and informational kiosks.

2. Trail maps and information at website.

3. Submit grants for brochures and trail head development.

Goal 4.  Increase the use by bicycling and walking by encouraging a non-motorized element in all transportation and development projects.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Develop programs that stimulate non-motorized activities.

2. Provide bicycle carriers on buses and vans, when and if a Transit System is implemented.  Provide bicycle stands throughout the Village.

Implementation Policies:

1. Participate in statewide events that promote walking and biking such as “Walk to School.”

2. Install “Share the Road” signs throughout the Village.

Trail Network:

The philosophy used in preparing the “Future Trail Plan” is:

1. Build an arterial trail (Sendero del Sol) from Monte Verde Lake to Eagle Nest Lake. 

2. Provide connection of the current and future greenbelt trails with Sendero del Sol and other Village trails.

3. Provide safe trails from Sendero del Sol to key recreational and community destinations.

4. Provide access to surrounding public lands including the National Forest, State Trust Lands, and Eagle Nest Lake State Park.

Trail Types:

Pedestrian – Low speed trail with a range of 1-3 miles per hour, soft surface made of grass, woodchip, or crushed rock.  Trail width of 2 to 6 feet wide. In forested areas, trees should be limbed to a minimum of 7 feet above the trail surface.                                   

Bicycle – Moderate speed trail with a range of 5-15 miles per hour, hard surface made of asphalt, chip & seal, or concrete.  Trail width of 6-10 feet.  In forested area, a minimum vertical clearance of 8 feet measured from the trail surface.  If federal or state transportation funds are being utilized for trail construction, then the American Association of State Highway & Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards must be incorporated into the design. 

Equestrian – If and when Equestrian traffic is permitted on one or more Village Trails, Low speed trail with range of 2-8 miles per hour, dirt or stabilized dirt are preferred surfaces with a well-constructed sub-base.  Trail width should be 5-8 feet.  In forested areas, trees should be limbed (have branches removed) to a minimum of 10 feet above the trail surface.

Non-Motorized – Multi-modal trails will have a minimum width of 6 feet and a maximum grade of 4 percent.  If equestrian use is permitted, a separate tread of 5 feet is required.  Multi modal trails should be constructed without visual obstacles and permit bicyclist to bring a bicycle to a safe, controlled stop.

Angel Fire Resort Greenbelt Trails

The designs of the greenbelt trails are specified by the Angel Fire Resort and AAFPO. Existing greenbelt trails are typically mowed trails in meadows using previous single lane logging roads, or 3 to 4 foot wide forest trails with leveled tread.

Motorized – The use of motorized recreational vehicles, with the exception of maintenance and emergency vehicles is not permitted in Angel Fire Village or the Angel Fire Resort greenbelts. Needs and concerns related to motorized recreational opportunities will be addressed through input to the National Forest Travel Management Plan.

Risk Management:

A risk management program for trail ownership, use, and maintenance has four major components:

1. A safe trail design.

2. A comprehensive set of trail rules that are enforced.

3. A written policy covering maintenance and inspection of all trails.

4. Comprehensive and adequate insurance coverage.

Safe Trail Design

1. The design of the trail should reflect the type of users and their specific safety needs (Pedestrian, Bicycle, Equestrian etc.). On a multi activity trail the most restrictive requirements should be used.

2. The design of the trail should follow accepted and standard construction practices. 

3. Hazards should be identified, removed, designed around, or adequate warning signs provided. Care should be taken to identify and correct any attractive nuisance for children.

4. The design should include safe parking and access, and informational and directional signs to create safe use of the trails.

Trail Rules

The use of trails should be regulated in a manner that will safeguard and promote the health, safety, and welfare of trail users and landowners who directly or indirectly permit public use of their land for transportation or recreational purposes.

Maintenance Policy

A written policy should be established regarding frequency and types of maintenance and inspection required for all trails:

1. The Policies should be followed and periodic inspection documented.

2. A method should be provided for trail users to report unsafe conditions and required maintenance. Trailhead forms and contact information should be provided.

Insurance

The Village insurance coverage should be sufficient to cover liability issues with bordering land owners, land owners who grant the Village recreational easements, trail users, and volunteers assisting in trail projects.

Trail Design:
Cross-section - The typical trail cross- section, regardless of width, will be made up of three elements:

1. Sub-grade, the native soil.

2. Sub-base, human made layer of rock and stone constructed on top of the sub-grade.

3. Trail Surface, human made layer made of varying materials depending on trail use.  Materials can include crusher fines, base course, woodchips, chip-seal, and asphalt.  This layer is crowned down the centerline for directing run-off away from the trail.

The exception to this typical cross-section is a wilderness design forest trail which will be a natural surface.

Plan & Profile – The typical trail plan will be made up of three elements.

1. Trail, see cross-section above.

2. Trail Shoulder, tapered edge of trail made of sub-base material.

3. Natural Drainage, shallow borrow ditches paralleling the trail.

Intersections 

1. Where non-motorized trails intersect with streets and roadways, the installation of bollards/barriers is required to restrict motorized traffic from entering trail network.  Barriers may include timber barriers and removable pipe barriers.

2. Where non-motorized trails cross paved streets, cross walks and cross walk signs shall be installed.  The use of solar powered flashing, warning signs is encouraged.

3. Where non-motorized trails cross gravel roads, solar powered flashing crosswalk signs are encouraged.  

Drainage – Historical drainage channels and the protection of trails may require the use of swells and culverts to be installed on trails at locations where the normal cross slope will not allow for adequate drainage.  Erosion protection must be evaluated and installed if necessary, using native materials where possible.

Pedestrian Stream Crossings - Any stream or wet area crossing should be done in a single span in order to avoid any impact or modification to streams, existing drainage and water quality.

Concrete abutments should be designed and constructed according to accepted building practices. The height of the bridge, and the design of the abutments should be sufficient to handle the 50-year flood. The abutments should be of the same elevation on both ends of the bridge.

The width of the bridge should be 4’ to 6’ wide with a safety railing of 42” height. A non-skid deck surface is highly recommended.

The bridge should be attractive with a minimum of maintenance required.

Parking and Access

Parking on the Village ROW is not permitted unless permission is granted by signs at each end of the parking zone. Sufficient Public parking areas are required to permit off roadway parking at the various trailheads. 

The following standards should be used on all parking areas on Village property or a recreational easement.

1. A typical parking lot will have a capacity of 10 vehicles. The size will be 65’ by 54’ with 2 rows of 5 vehicles. The entrance drive way will be 30’ wide.

2. The land should be leveled and covered with a 6” compacted Base Course. Each vehicle area should also have a 8’ wood tie as a wheel stop.
Signage

It is desirable for trail signs to be consistent with each other and with signs in the adjacent Carson National Forest.  Trail signs may provide information, regulations, caution, or education.

Informational signs identify the location of the trail, intersections, nearby support facilities, and points of interest.  

Regulation and caution signs promote safety and warn of dangers including: private property, road crossings, and steep or difficult sections of trail.

Educational signs may identify local points of interest (historical or ecological) or may describe flora, fauna, or physical/health instruction.

Trailhead signage at trail entrances will identify the trail by name, number, length, and difficulty.  Additional information should cover rules and regulations, ADA limitations, hazards, activities permitted, emergency procedures. It is recommended that trailhead information signs be manufactured fiberglass graphic panels.

Trail distance signs will be placed at least 0.25 mile intervals and show miles traveled from the trailhead. Mileage markers on Sendero del Sol will be measured from the intersection of Sendero del Sol and North Angel Fire road. For trails that intersect with Sendero del Sol, mileage will be measured from zero at the trail intersection. Trail intersections will be marked with direction to other trails and trailheads or parking areas.

For consistency with Carson National Forest signs, it is recommended that signs along trails be permanent decals on fiberglass stakes (manufactured by Carsonite International and others). These trail signs should show, from top to bottom: directional arrows, trail name, mile marker, and possibly exclusions.  

Trails are open to all non-motorized traffic (e.g., hiking, biking, Nordic skiing, snow shoeing, etc.) unless specifically prohibited, and so marked. Equestrian use is prohibited unless specifically allowed and so marked.

Signage along multi-modal trails and or at trail intersections is required to explain ‘share-the-trail’ protocol for bicyclists and Nordic skiers.

1. Yield right-of-way to pedestrians and equestrians
2. Give clear warning before passing.

3. Dismount when entering tunnels or culverts. 
4. Use voice to warn equestrians when passing. 

5. Equestrians have right-of-way.

Lighting

Except where necessary, lighting should be avoided.  If lighting is required, solar powered lights should be used and motion detectors should be considered.

Trail Rules:

1. It shall be unlawful for any person, for the purpose of biking, hiking, or other transportation or recreational activity, to willfully go upon any land area designated and posted unsafe or closed by landowner, Village, County, e.g., airport, State, or Forest Service. Posted includes:

a. Any personal communication by the landowner, representative of the owner, the Village, the State, or the Forest Service or,

b. Fencing or other enclosures or barriers obviously designated to prevent unintentional access to an area; or,

c. Posting of signs reasonably likely to come to the attention of persons engaged in transportation or recreational use of another’s land.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person for the purpose of biking, hiking, or other transportation or recreational activity to willfully leave the boundaries of any designated public trail across privately owned lands without the consent of the landowner.

3. Prohibited Activities shall include overnight camping, campfires, littering, feeding wildlife, and excessive or loud noises. 

Emergency Procedures:

In an emergency on the trail, it is critical that users know where they are, and that they can communicate the emergency situation and their location to local emergency organization.

The emergency organizations need to know the quickest and best access points and directions to get to the emergency. Emergencies include safety, medical, criminal, and fire situations.

User Needs

1. Trails should clearly display the name of the trail at all access points.

2. Trails should have mileage markers clearly visible at least every .25 miles.

3. Trail brochures and trailhead signs

should provide:

· Trail Name.

· Description of mileage markers.

· Recommendation to carry a cell phone or emergency radio.

· Procedure to contact local

emergency organizations.

Emergency Organizations Needs

1. A map will be available for each trail that clearly shows:

· The trail route, trailhead, all access points, and mileage markers. 

· The best access point will be determined based on the users input from the mile marker signs. The best access point may be impacted by seasonal or weather conditions.

· Direction information from major roads to each access point is required. The description should include any unique terrain or hazard possibilities.

2. All access points should be maintained for hazard free access.

3. These maps are to be modified and distributed immediately when any change is made to access points and access routes.

4. Maps should be available to all emergency organizations including, but not limited to, Fire & EMS, Search and Rescue organizations, and local and state police.

5. The procedures should be reviewed by local emergency organizations.

Maintenance 

A maintenance program is required to provide a pleasant experience and insure safe use of the trails.

1. Routine maintenance refers to day-to-day activities of trail hazard repair, litter pick up, trash and debris removal, weed /brush/tree control, sign replacement amenity maintenance such as Kiosk, Pedestals, Benches, etc..
2. Remedial maintenance refers to correcting significant defects, as well as restoring major features that have been damaged.

3. Budget sufficient to accomplish the above is required, supported by volunteers.

Maintenance Policy

1. Foremost protect life, property, and the environment. 

2. Maintain a quality outdoor experience

3. Maintain quality control and conduct regular inspections.

4. Maintain an effective, responsive user & public feedback system.

Volunteer participation and training in trail inspection using an “Adopt a Trail Program” should be encouraged. 

Increased Trail Use

In addition to more available trails, our goal is to increase trail usage by providing:

1. Easily recognized trailheads.

2. Trail Brochures, Maps, Web Sites.

3. Attractive and safe trails including trail amenities and landscaping.
4. Advertisement, educational programs, and trail events.
Trailheads

Kiosks or Pedestals should be used at trailheads to show local maps, and more detailed trail information. The Kiosk or pedestals, should provide an easily recognizable attractor to the trailhead, a connected bench, and protection from the elements for trail information. Feedback forms and brochures should be available.

There should be two sizes of Kiosk. The smaller size will be used if space is at a minimum or on greenbelts. The larger will be used to provide additional space for information.  The installation of a Pedestal should include the installation of a bench.
Trail Brochures/Web Sites

The brochures and Web Site should concentrate on the trails convenient to Angel Fire Village including trails in Angel Fire & Eagle Nest Villages, Cimarron Canyon, and that portion of the National Forest convenient to AF & EN. 

The brochures should address Hiking, Biking, Equestrian, (if permitted) Snow Shoeing, and cross-Country skiing.

ATV & Snowmobile trails and rules should be covered in a separate brochure. The rules governing the use of motorized recreational vehicles should be described. Motorized activities are limited to the National Forest and covered in National Forest publications, which should be referenced. 

The following trails should be included and packaged into separate brochures.

Angel Fire Village - Coyote, Deer, Bear, Elk, Lady Slipper, Lynx, Sage, Bobcat,  Oeste Vista, Solar Loop, and Sendero del Sol.

National Forest  - A single brochure covering the National Forest with a map for the north section of the National Forest (EB, OK, La Jara), and a separate map covering the middle section of the National Forest (South Boundary, Trail 121, Fr76, 437, 438, 70, 70A, 70B, etc.)

Cimarron Canyon – Brochures provided by Eagle Nest Lake State Park
Angel Fire Resort Ski Area - The trails available for hiking, biking, snow shoeing, and X-Country skiing on the ski mountain. Maps and descriptions can be obtained from the Angel Fire Resort’s available brochures. 

The trails available for various activities dramatically change between the summer and winter due to trailhead access and trail difficulty in winter. The following winter limitations should be addressed:

1. Forest road 76 is essentially closed during the winter, which makes non-motorized recreation such as snowshoeing and X-Country skiing unavailable on South Boundary, and Trail 121(due to access). 

2. Access to Touch Me Not is limited due to very difficult terrain in winter. 

3. The stream crossings on Tolby & Clear Creek increase the difficulties of these trails in the winter, but are heavily used. 

4. Trails in the National Forest & Cimarron Canyon do not have tree markings as trail guides. A trail that is obvious in the summer may be confusing in deep snow.

5. Separate brochures for Winter & Summer are not recommended. The trails should be labeled with season availability and, if necessary, access and trail difficulty should be noted along with appropriate cautions.

Brochure Content:
The following are desirable items to include in the trails brochure

1. Maps that illustrate the various trails and trailheads relative to major roads and Villages.

2. Trails & Roads should be clearly named and trailheads clearly marked.

3. Associated with each map should be a brief description of each trail covered on the map including directions to trailhead, activities permitted, distance, and elevation gain. 

4. If possible, a brief description of sights and difficult areas should be included. Scenic pictures covering trails and/or  map area are desirable. 

5. The GPS coordinates of each trailhead are desirable to aid users in returning home safely.

6. Specific guidelines, cautions, and recommendations for various activities should be included. 

7. Emergency procedures should be described, and include a recommendation to carry a cell phone.

8. The Format of the brochure is not defined, but a 3-fold 8 ½” x 11” brochure is desirable from a cost and convenience point of view. 

9. Additional detail that cannot be addressed in the brochure should be provided on trailhead sign.

Brochures should be available at the Angel Fire Visitor Center, Angel Fire  Chamber of Commerce, Angel Fire Resort Hotel.  The trails needing to be covered will increase in the area addressed on a yearly or bi-yearly time frame. The design of the brochures and the number produced periodically should take this into account.

Sufficient funds should be budgeted each year to cover design, updating, production and distribution.

Trail WEB Site

The availability of a trail WEB site is recommended. A WEB site provides the opportunity to provide a more detailed map, trail description, other sources of information, additional pictures, and a more complete set of cautions. The ability to download the map & information is desirable.

Coordination of the various WEB sites in the area providing similar trail material is desired. It is recommended that a single WEB host this information and that other WEB sites link to the designated host. This coordination will remove confusion & inconsistencies, and make updating efficient and timely.
Trail Amenities

Where feasible, appropriate locations should be identified for the placement of street furniture, including park benches and picnic tables.
Landscaping at the trailheads and along the trail should be attractive and highlight native plants. The landscaping should require minimum maintenance and be drought tolerant. Attractive landscaping is an excellent attractor to increase trail use.
Advertisement, Education and Trail Events
An ongoing program of trail awareness should be initiated. This program should include a variety of advertisements, educational programs, and trail events to insure that our residents and guest have access to trail information, and are encouraged to use the trails.

Proposed Priority of Trails

The current trails in Angel Fire include the greenbelt trails (Deer, Elk, Bear, Coyote, Solar Loop, Lady Slipper,  Sage, three Lynx trails, Armijo access trail and Oeste Vista), the initial sections of Angel Fire’s north-south arterial trail Sendero del Sol from Plaza del Sol to Olympic Park, and the complex of recreational trails on the Angel Fire Resort ski mountain
The desire for these future trails was obtained from two well-attended Community meetings. 

The proposed future trails have been prioritized in order to:

1. Specify the order of developing detailed plans in realizing the trails.

2. Guide the selection of trails to apply for various Trail Grants.

The priorities are based on benefits to the community, availability of funding, and the effort required in realizing the trails. Most of the trails require complex interaction with the landowner or manager, legal issues, and expense to construct the trail.

Estimates of expenses are based on the assumption that major trails such as the arterial trail Sendero del Sol from Monte Verde Lake to the blinking light at the intersection of US Highway 64 and NM Highway 434, and the trail from the Angel Fire Resort Hotel to Sendero del Sol will implement the typical trail design criteria in the Trail Plan. Other trails will follow the wilderness design. In addition, trails that use an existing easement such as DOT ROW or the sewer easement are less expensive than the purchase of land or an easement.

The priorities are based on an initial analysis. Priorities will likely change as detailed analysis is completed.

The Village’s goal is to build an arterial recreational and pedestrian trail, and to connect the various Resort & AAFPO trails, key locations, and access points to the National Forest and State Trust Lands.

During the planning stages of a trail, and when possible during construction, Angel Fire Village will support the Angel Fire Resort & AAFPO where possible.
The desire being to select structures and other amenities to make the entire network of trails seamless to the public.

 Sendero North – North from N. Angel Fire Road to north end of Plaza del Sol
This trail follows the west side of Cieneguilla creek & passes the Solar panels. A bridge connects the trail to the Solar Loop greenbelt trail on the east side of the creek (completed)
1. Bobcat Trail
Provides a trail from South Angel Fire rd to Valle View Grande on the west side of Mountain View Blvd. Connections to Deer, Elk, Beat trails (completed)
2. Sendero del Sol South to Olympic Park

Extends Sendero del Sol to Olympic Park and provides connectivity to Oeste Vista and Bobcat trail.  (completed)
Sendero del Sol North to High School

Extends Sendero del Sol north to the high school using existing utility easement. Provides safe travel for students to school and athletic fields. 

Recreational easements from Angel Fire Resort and several landowners are required. 

3    Access to Adjacent Lands

The lack of access to the National Forest and State Trust Lands negatively impacts the recreational opportunities for the Public, Gusts, and Resort Members.  The Trails Plan Map identifies the Elliot Barker Girl Scouts Camp land, the Lady Slipper greenbelt, and a greenbelt on the south boundary of the Valley of the Utes subdivision as possible links to the National Forest and State Trust Lands.

4.   Blinking light to Eagle Nest Lake

Uses DOT ROW and requires support from Colfax County, and Eagle Nest Village.

The trail would provide a hard surface pedestrian and bike trail, and a soft surface equestrian trail to Eagle Nest Lake
5   Moreno Valley High School to Blinking light

Uses the Department of Transportation right of way (DOT ROW) on Highway 434, and the Angel Fire Village ROW on Camino Grande road. 

6. Angel Fire Ski Resort to Sendero del Sol

Provides connectivity to Angel Fire Ski Resort, library, and a trail to access Village center for Angel Fire Resort guest. The Angel Fire Resort will likely construct this trail

7. Community Center to Sendero del Sol

Provides connectivity to Community Center. Recreational easements are required. 

8. Sendero del Sol South to Monte Verde lake

Will use either Village or NMDOT ROW, or an easement on greenbelt by the fence of Angel Fire Resort Golf Course. Request to the Angel Fire Resort for an easement have previously been denied due to insurance safety issues.

9. Oeste Vista trail to Monte Verde Lake

Attractive for pedestrians, but not for other activities because of steep grades. Primarily an AAFPO task with Village acquiring recreational easements across private land if necessary.

10. Greenbelt trail off of Oeste Vista

Attractive way to offer additional access to Oeste Vista. This is primarily an AAFPO task with Village acquiring recreational easements across private land if necessary. 

11. Greenbelt access to State Lands

Requires a road across narrow Greenbelt with State provided parking on State Land. Discussions were started with State Land managers, but not completed. Issues deal with State fees & how to control access. 

12. Sendero del Sol to Hwy 64 on stream
Similar to trail using DOT ROW, but more scenic. Many easements required, and will take a lot of time. 

Trail Project Plans

A project plan will be prepared for each proposed trail. The priority of the trails will define the approximate order of the preparation of these plans. 

The content of these plans should include, as a minimum:

1. The trail route, and design proposed.

2. Unusual construction problems.

3. How the land or easement will be acquired.

4. Environmental studies and various legal documents required.

5. Trail activities supported.

6. Trail and trailhead amenities.

7. Initial cost estimates.

8. Funding source.

9. Proposed timeline of total project.

10. Assessment of probability of success.

Annual Report

An annual report should be prepared by the Pedestrian Trails Committee and presented to the Village Council and the AAFPO Board covering the past year’s accomplishments, cost of improvements, proposed projects for the coming year along with anticipated costs and any development issues encountered or anticipated.  The report should also include the number of trail users, using the best information available.  The report should be of sufficient detail to allow the Village Council and the AAFPO Board to make sound budgetary decisions.

Grant Application Support:

The funding of the trail development will make use of all appropriate Federal, State and other grants. 

The project plans should define the grants, requirements, and schedules to complete the project.

Village Insurance

Angel Fire Village Council recognizes landowners within Angel Fire who make their land or designated portions thereof available for public transportation or recreational purposes and afford themselves the liability protection listed under NMSA 17-4-7 and 17-6-8; 

While the above does provide liability protection, it does not protect against the landowner suffering cost in defending against a liability suit. In addition, the above statute does not cover municipalities.

It is recommended that the Village insurance coverage be sufficient to cover liability issues with bordering landowners, trail users, and volunteers assisting in trail projects.

In addition, it is recommended that the Village obtain insurance to cover the cost of a landowner’s (who has granted the Village a recreational easement)

liability defense. This will significantly improve opportunities for acquiring easements.

Related Recommendations
1. Amend Titles 9 and 10 of the Village Code to require trail easement or trail rights-of-way dedications if a proposed development and a proposed trail alignment as shown on the Future Trails Map are identified on the same property.

2. Encourage and develop trail and transit intersections to support each system.

3. Installation of bicycle racks on all transit buses if and when a Transit System is implemented.
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